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Office of the Directorate of Research
TNAU, Coimbatore
5.10.2020

Dr. K.S. Subramanian
Director of Research

PROCEEDINGS

A review meeting was conducted at the Maize Research Station by Dr. K.S.
Subramanian, Director of Research, TNAU, Coimbatore, on 15.9.2020. Dr. S. Lakshmi
Narayanan, Associate Professor & Head presented the action taken report on various
recommendations of Vice Chancellor's Review, DR's review, SWC, CSM 2020 and others. The
following staff members of MRS, Vagarai participated in the meeting and the discussions
held thereon.

Scientist from O/o the Directorate of Research TNAU, Cbe
1. Dr.M.Kannan Prof (Hort.)
Scientists of MRS, Vagarai

Dr. S. Lakshmi Narayanan, Assoc. Prof. and Head, Maize Research Station, Vagarai
Dr. M. Mohamed Amanullah, Professor (Agronomy)

Dr. M. Senthivelu, Assistant Professor (Agronomy)

Dr. N. M. Arivudainambi, Assistant Professor (Entomology)

Dr. R. Radhajeyalakshmi, Assistant Professor (Plant Pathology)

Dr. K. R.V.Sathya Sheela, Assistant Professor (Plant Breeding and Genetics)

PO a1

I. Vice Chancellor's Review

The Vice Chancellor, TNAU has reviewed the various activites of MRS, Vagarai
on 29.08.2019. There were 11 recommendations made, of which, eight have
been completed or in progress. Three are still pending with university
namely solar fencing, solar lights and conversion of farmers' hostel into
residential quarters for want of financial sanction or assessment by the Estate
Officer. The detailed Action Taken Report for the Vice Chancellor’s remarks is
enclosed as Annexure I.

I1. Director of Research Review

The Director of Research has reviewed the research activities of MRS, Vagarai
on 07.06.2019 for which the Action Taken Report is enclosed as Annexure II.
There were 20 suggestions were made and only two namely soil mapping and
display of activities of the Station on a TV is pending due to want of funds.



III. Cropping Program
The approved Cropping Program is strictly adopted without any deviation.
The crop performance is excellent due to adequate rainfall. The experimental
fields are well maintained and properly labeled. Follow-up of the Cropping
Programme of MRS, Vagarai is enclosed as Annexure III.
IV. Review on URPs and Action Plan Projects for 2020-21

The review of work done on University Research Projects of individual scientists
was reviewed by Director of Research and the details are enclosed as Annexure
IV&V.

GENERAL REMARKS

L &

The boards indicating the way to location of the Maize Research Station, Vagarai and
at the entrance of station to be repainted (Farm Unit).

The buildings shall be painted within the available funds or send a proposal to
Director of Research (Farm Unit).

. An updated brochure indicating the station activities and achievements. Website

also be regularly updated (Action: Dr. M. Senthivelu, Asst. Professor, Agronomy).

AWS shall be brought into working condition in consultation with DCM & ACRC
(Action: Dr. M. Senthivelu, Assistant Professor, Agronomy).

Casuarina seedlings are to be planted as wind barrier (Action:"
Dr.N.M.Arivudainambi, Assistant Professor, Entomology).

Multi-functional Agro-forestry model may be exhibited. The Dean, Forest
College and Research Station, Mettupalayam, may be contacted to develop this
model. (Action: Dr.R.Radhajeyalakshmi, Assistant Professor (Plant Pathology),
Dr. M. Senthivelu, Assistant Professor, Agronomy and Dr. K.R.V. Sathya Sheela,
Assistant Professor (PB&G)).

Soil mapping of the Maize Research Station farm has to be uploaded in the station
Website. (Action: Dr. M.Mohamed Amanullah, Farm Professor, Dr. K.R.V.Sathya
Sheela, Assistant Professor (PB&G) and Mr. Syed Abuthahir, Junior Assistant).

Efforts may be taken to bring drinking water to MRS, Vagarai with an approval the
Revenue/Panchayat authorities (Action: Dr.M.Mohamed Amanullah, Professor,
Agronomy).

Efforts have be taken to close all the unoperated schemes. (Action: Associate
Professor and Head, Research Coordinator and Office Unit).



10. Exhibition hall shall be displayed with posters of crop management technologies,
new varieties/hybrids of maize. The Integrated Pest Management Technologies with
respect to maize shall be arranged in the exhibition hall. (Action: All Scientists).

11. All the scientists are instructed to submit the completion reports of their completed
projects promptly. (Action: All Scientists)

12. The scientists are emphasized to propose new externally funded projects.
(Action: All Scientists)

13. The scientists are instructed to publish their research articles in Peer-reviewed
journals (NAAS > 6). (Action: All Scientists)

V. INDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS REVIEW

Dr. S. Lakshmi Narayanan, Assoc. Prof. & Head, MRS, Vagarai

¢ New high yielding Fall Army worm resistant single cross hybrids suitable for drought
conditions having attractive market appeal has to be developed.

o Efforts may be taken to monetize the newly released hybrid VGIH 1. It is released by
CVRC in 2018 for North Eastern Zone (West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa etc) and notified.
Since it is released by CVRC and notified and it can be brought to the list of TNAU as
well. Since it is popular in NE Zone and grain yield about 8 t /ha even in Tamil Nadu
as well, a proposal may be sent to the Directorate of Research through Director
(CPBG) for inclusion in the upcoming state variety release.

« Efforts have to be taken to popularize the TNAU maize hybrids to the farmers. The
benefits of the specific technologies like Hybrid seed Production shall be explained to
the farmers for increased income and food security.

Dr.M. Mohamad Amanullah, Prof. (Agron.)

e Three on-going projects one nearing completion (detopping on fodder production
and grain yield) and two newly started (Feasibility of raising maize fodder under
hydroponic system and intercropping of fodder maize in grain crop). The field
notebooks and basic records are excellently maintained.

e Externally funding project may be proposed for hydroponics fodder production

e Young scientists may be guided and encouraged to publish articles from URP, in
NAAS rated (> 6) journals



Dr.M. Senthilvelu, Asst.Prof.(Agron.)

¢ Drip irrigation / fertigation needs to be installed in an area of atleast one acre in the
farm and sty the rationalization fertilization in relation to crop growth

¢ Optimizing pre-emergence and post-emergence herbicide application for maize

e Ensure that two completion reports of his predecessor Dr. Thukkaiyannan, AP
(Agron) is pending, to completed and presented to the RPAC for the closure of the
project before 31.10.2020.

e Field Notebooks and Basic Records are maintained well

Dr.R. Radhajeyalakshmi, Asst.Prof.(Pl.Path.)

» Propose a new project on "Aerobiology" may be proposed

Completion report BLSB project is to be submitted before 31.10.2020

Bioagents/Bio-inoculants shall be produced and distributed to the farmers. Moreover
all the bioagents shall be procured from TNAU Coimbatore and sold to the farmers
under VCS scheme.

Production of Bio inoculants may be expanded by seeking more seed money.

Field Notebooks and Basic Records are maintained well

Dr. K.R.V. Sathya Sheela, Asst.Prof.(PBG)

* AICRP theme projects have to be done as per the approved program

At least one URP needs to be proposed addressing emerging field problem like FAW

Selection of inbreds with good grain characters, drought resistance and fall army
worm resistance shall be emphasized for utilization in development of new single
cross hybrids.

High quality posters and one-minute video shall be recorded for the promising Maize
Vagarai hybrid (VGI H1).

Field Notebooks and Basic Records are maintained well



Dr. N.M. Arivudainambi, Asst.Prof.(Agrl.Ento.)

e The newly released hybrid VGI H1 may be tested for the resistance to Fall Army
Worm.

e A one acre demonstration plot is to be raised depicting TNAU technology capsule
developed to manage FAW in maize

« Efficacy of eucalyptus oil in controlling FAW may be thoroughly investigated.

 The field notebook and basic records are maintained extremely poor.
He needs special assistance to develop basic research skills. The Assoc.
Prof. & Head, should sign his records every weak and the status may be reported
to the undersigned for further action.

Office Inspection

o The Director of Research verified all the Office Registers, Cash books,

Attendance, Muster, Indent Registers, DMS etc., pertaining to office
Administration.

e Reviewed on pending Audit paras & the details of AUC's sent for the
ICAR/Externally funded projects.

¢ Record maintenance is good

DIRECTOR OF RESEQWI@
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The Associate Professor and Head, Maize Research Station, Vagarai
Copy to the TPO to the Vice Chancellor, TNAU, Coimbatore
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